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Protection of individuals at 

international level

• United Nations Organization

• Regional level

– Council of Europe

– Organization of American States

– African Union

– Arab League
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Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, wife of the President of the United States, holding 

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
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Protection of human rights in the 
framework of the UN

CharterCharter--based based 

proceduresprocedures
TreatyTreaty--based based 

machinerymachinery
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Protection Protection 
of human of human 
rightsrights

Charter-based bodies:
• Derive their establishment from 
provisions of the UN Charter
• Hold broad human rights mandates
• Address an unlimited audience
• Take action based on majority voting

Treaty-based bodies:
• Derive their existence from provisions 
contained in a specific legal instrument
• Hold more narrow mandates
• Address a limited audience (only 
those countries that have ratified the 
legal instrument)
• Base their decision-making on 
consensus.
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1. CHARTER-BASED MACHINERY
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NonNon--treaty treaty 
based based 
machinery:machinery:

UN bodiesUN bodies

ECOSOC
54 members

Government representatives

Human Rights Council
47 State representatives

Advisory Commitee of the Human Rights 
Council (26 experts)

High Commissioner for 
Human Rights

From 1994
Navi Pillay (South Africa, 2008-)
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The Human Rights Council and its 

Predecessor, the Commission on Human 

Rights
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Commission Commission 

on Human on Human 

RightsRights

ShortShort--

comingscomings

Membership
Undemocratic and repressive States

Quasi permanent membership of the SC 

permanent members

Functioning
The working became politicised

Selectivity: country specific resolutions

Meetings
Lack of meeting time: one annual session for 

a six-week period
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Human Human 

Rights Rights 

CouncilCouncil

Membership
Elected by the GA

Membership reduced from 53 to 47

Prevention of quasi-permanent membership

Selection criteria

Suspension of membership

Mandate
Standard setting

Monitoring of human rights

Meetings
More regular meeting schedule

Special sessions
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Mandate of the Human Rights Council
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Universal Periodic Review
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All UN members reviewed every four years

48 States reviewed each year 

All Council members reviewed during their term of membership

Reviews carried out by UPR Working Group (the 47 HRC members)

The UPR WG holds three two-week sessions per year

WG sessions take place at the UN Office at Geneva

Review carried out by groups of three States (”troikas”), drawn by lot 

who act as rapporteurs

How the UPR works …
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What 
human 
rights 
obligations 
are 
addressed?

1. UN Charter

2. Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights

3. Human rights treaties ratified 

by the State

4. Voluntary pledges and 

commitments 

5. International humanitarian 

law
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Three Three 
reportsreports

National Report

UN Summary Report

Stakeholders’ Report
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SuR = State under Review

Stage 1: Reports on SuR

are prepared

1. State report

2. Compilation of stakeholder 

contributions

3. Compilation of human rights

findings by UN on SuR

Stage 2: SuR appears before

UPR Working Group

Government engages with other countries about 

the human rights situation in SuR and specified 

steps it will take to improve the enjoyment of 

human rights.

Any government can ask questions of SuR or 

make recommendations 

Stage 3: Report of the Working 

Group is prepared

Outcome report will include 

conclusions and recommendations for 

consideration by the government under 

review

Stage 4: Report of the Working Group is adopted at 

the Human Rights Council

SuR indicates which recommendations it supports and 

which ones it rejects 

Stage 5: Follow up processes

Government will be required to report on how it 

has implemented recommendations at next UPR 

appearance. Outcomes can also be considered in 

all UN processes. 

Processes for implementation and follow up 

domestically can also be undertaken. 
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6. Adoption of Outcome 

Report in the HRC

3. Consultation on 

National Report

4. Finalization and 

submission of National 

Report

1. Planning phase

2. Drafting of national 

report

8. Launch of National Action Plan 

including indicators for 

monitoring

9. Monitoring of 

implementation of National 

Action Plan

7. Development of 

National Action Plan

�� Phase 1: Preparations (country)

�� Phase 2: The interactive dialogue and

adoption of outcome report (Geneva)

�� Phase 3: Follow up on recommendations

(country)

5. Debate in Working 

Group
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Statistics: State under reviewStatistics: State under review

Source:  www.upr-info.org
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Statistics:  Recommending StateStatistics:  Recommending State

Rank Recommending  State Total 

recommendations

% of 18,889 

recommendations

1 Canada 816 4.32

2 Norway 636 3.37

3 France 621 3.29

4 Mexico 604 3.20

5 Brazil 603 3.19

6 Spain 586 3.10

7 United Kingdom 585 3.10

8 Algeria 571 3.02

9 Netherlands 512 2.71

10 Slovenia 483 2.56
...

25 Hungary 242 1.28
...

122 Croatia 12 0.06

Source:  www.upr-info.org
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Statistics:  ResponseStatistics:  Response

Rank Response Total 

recommendations

% of 18,889 

recommendations

1 Accepted 816 72.84

2 Rejected 636 14.21

3 General response 621 7.14

4 No response 604 5.81

Source:  www.upr-info.org
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Statistics:  IssueStatistics:  Issue

Rank Issue Total 

recommendations

% of 18,889 

recommendations

1 International instruments 3714 19.66

2 Women’s rights 3308 17.51

3 Rights of the child 3054 16.17

4 Torture and other CID treatment 1499 7.94

5 Justice 1362 7.21

6 Human rights education & training 830 4.39

7 Detention conditions 798 4.22

8 Death penalty 796 4.21

9 Special procedures 787 4.17

10 Treaty bodies 765 4.05

11 Migrants 762 4.03

12 Minorities 757 4.01

Source:  www.upr-info.org
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2. TREATY-BASED MACHINERY
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Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Preamble

• Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal 
and inalienable rights of all members of the human family is 
the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world,

• Whereas disregard and contempt for human rights have 
resulted in barbarous acts which have outraged the 
conscience of mankind, and the advent of a world in which 
human beings shall enjoy freedom of speech and belief and 
freedom from fear and want has been proclaimed as the 
highest aspiration of the common people, 

• Whereas it is essential, if man is not to be compelled to have 
recourse, as a last resort, to rebellion against tyranny and 
oppression, that human rights should be protected by the 
rule of law,

• …
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Article 1 

• All human beings are born free and equal in 
dignity and rights. They are endowed with 
reason and conscience and should act towards 
one another in a spirit of brotherhood. 

Article 2 

• Everyone is entitled to all the rights and 
freedoms set forth in this Declaration, without 
distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, 
language, religion, political or other opinion, 
national or social origin, property, birth or other 
status. …
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International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from 

Enforced Disappearance (2006)

CED

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (2006)CRPD

International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant 

Workers and Members of Their Families (1990)

ICRMW

Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989)CRC

Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 

Treatment (1984)

CAT

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against 

Women (1979)

CEDAW

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (1966)ICESCR

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (1966)ICCPR

International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 

Discrimination (1965)

ICERD
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Monitoring and implementing human rights

optionaloptionalcompulsoryCED (disappearance)

Optional Protocol---compulsoryCRPD (disabilities)

optional---compulsoryICRMW (migrant)

------compulsoryCRC (child)

Optional Protocol---compulsoryCEDAW (women)

optionaloptionalcompulsoryCAT (torture)

optionalcompulsorycompulsoryICERD (racial)

(draft)---compulsoryICESCR

Optional ProtocoloptionalcompulsoryICCPR

Individual 

petition

Interstate 

complaint

State reportConvention
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Treaty-based machinery

• … Committee

• 10, 14, 18, 23 or 25 members, personal capacity

• Equitable geographical distribution

• Representation of the different forms of civilization

• Representation of the principal legal systems

• Procedures: state reports, interstate complaints, individual 

complaints, special inquiry
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Treaty monitoring bodies

• Human Rights Committee (HRC)

• Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
(CESCR)

• Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 
(CERD)

• Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against 
Women (CEDAW)

• Committee Against Torture (CAT)

• Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC)

• Committee on Migrant Workers (CMW)

• Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
(CRPD)

• Committee on Enforced Disappearances (CED)
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Treaty-based procedures: overview
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