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The The ConstitutionConstitution ofof thethe RepublicRepublic ofof
HungaryHungary

-- 19891989--1990: 1990: developmentdevelopment ofof a a newnew
constitutionconstitution, , asas regardsregards thethe contentcontent

-- Hungary is Hungary is anan independentindependent, , democratricdemocratric
statestate governedgoverned byby rulerule ofof lawlaw; ; itit isis a a 
parliamentaryparliamentary democracydemocracy

-- The The principleprinciple ofof divisiondivision ofof powerpower prevailsprevails

-- LocalLocal governmentsgovernments areare actorsactors withwith powerpower
andand entitledentitled withwith protectedprotected rightsrights



LocalLocal governmentsgovernments

LocalLocal governmentsgovernments ((LCsLCs) ) belongsbelongs toto thethe verticalvertical levellevel ofof divisiondivision
ofof powerandpowerand theythey areare notnot regardedregarded asas significantsignificant
counterbalancecounterbalance againstagainst thethe centralcentral statestate powerpower..

ItsIts reasonsreasons::
-- LCsLCs doesdoes notnot basebase onon popularpopular souvereingtysouvereingty;;
-- TheirTheir financingfinancing areare toto a a greatgreat extentextent (almost (almost entirelyentirely) ) 

dependentdependent toto thethe centralcentral statestate powerpower; ; suesue toto thethe reasoningreasoning
odod thethe ConstConst. . CourtCourt, , thethe lacklack ofof financingfinancing is is unconstitutionalunconstitutional
onlyonly in in casescases whenwhen thethe functioningfunctioning ofof thethe LC LC becomebecome
impossibleimpossible ((thatthat is is otherother, , eveneven significantsignificant restrictionrestriction wouldwould notnot
entailentail unconstitutionalityunconstitutionality););

-- ThoughThough fundamentalfundamental rightsrights ofof thethe LCsLCs areare protectedprotected byby thethe
ConstitutionConstitution, , theythey areare realisedrealised withinwithin thethe frameworkframework ofof legallegal
regulationregulation, , thatthat is is ActAct; ; thethe Parlament has a Parlament has a greatgreat roomroom forfor
manouvremanouvre in in thisthis respectrespect



RightRight toto locallocal governmentgovernment

Eligible voters of the communities, cities, the Eligible voters of the communities, cities, the 
capital and its districts, and the counties have capital and its districts, and the counties have 
the right to local governmentthe right to local government (Art 42 (Art 42 ConstConst)). . 

ThereThere is a is a „„breachbreach”” onon thisthis rightright: in 2010, : in 2010, thethe
ConstitutionConstitution waswas modifiedmodified: : thosethose whowho areare
employedemployed ((commissionedcommissioned) ) byby thethe ArmyArmy, , PolicePolice
andand otherother lawlaw enforcementenforcement agenciesagencies, , dodo notnot
havehave passivepassive rightright toto votevote in in anyany kindkind ofof
electionselections duringduring theirtheir termterm ofof offioceoffioce anan fromfrom
threethree yearsyears fdromfdrom thiethie terminationtermination ofof theirtheir officeoffice



TerritoryTerritory ofof HungaryHungary

Hungary is divided into the following Hungary is divided into the following 
administrative units: the capital, the counties, administrative units: the capital, the counties, 
the cities and communities.the cities and communities.

ThereThere is 19 is 19 countycounty ( ( andand a a capitalcapital) ; ) ; therethere areare
approxapprox. 3200 . 3200 citiescities andand communitiescommunities

ItsIts is a is a peciliaritypeciliarity thatthat thethe ConstitutionConstitution doesdoes notnot
containcontain anyany rulewsrulews onon regionsregions, , thereforetherefore thesethese
territorialterritorial unitsunits dodo notnot havehave anyany protectionprotection underunder
thethe ConstitutionConstitution..



TerritoryTerritory ofof HungaryHungary

NeverthelessNevertheless, , regionsregions exists.Theexists.The most most 
importantimportant cathegorycathegory is is thethe stzatisticalstzatistical--
regionsregions (NUTS(NUTS--2). 2). CountiesCounties andand thethe capitalcapital
beloingsbeloings toto 7 7 regionsregions ofof thisthis typetype..



New New ideasideas -- 20102010

The The parliamentaryparliamentary majoritymajority createdcreated byby thethe
2010 2010 electionelection, , intendsintends toto strenghtenstrenghten thethe
countycounty systemsystem, , insteadinstead ofof supportingsupporting
regionsregions. . AnAn exampleexample is is thethe reinforcementreinforcement
ofof territorialterritorial administrationadministration unitesunites ((countycounty
levellevel))



RegionalRegional developmentdevelopment in in 
HungaryHungary

BetweenBetween 2004 2004 andand 20062006

-- a a minsitreminsitre withoutwithout portfolioportfolio waswas
responsibleresponsible forfor thethe mattersmatters ofof regionalregional
developmentdevelopment; ; thisthis showedshowed thethe significancesignificance
ofof regionalregional developmentdevelopment forfor thethe
governancegovernance

-- HungarianHungarian TerritorialTerritorial aneane RegionalRegional
DevelopmentDevelopment Office Office functionedfunctioned



BetweenBetween 2004 2004 andand 20062006

In In eacheach regionsregions ((forfor territorialterritorial developmentdevelopment) ) 
a a regionalregional coordinatorcoordinator waswas employedemployed

AnAn outstandingoutstanding rolerole waswas playedplayed byby thethe

-- 1st 1st regionalregional developmentdevelopment planplan,,

-- New Hungary New Hungary DevelopmentDevelopment PlanPlan

-- New SzNew Szééchenyi chenyi PlanPlan ((formulatedformulated in 2010)in 2010)



BetweenBetween 2004 2004 andand 20062006

RegionalRegional DevelopmentDevelopment OperativeOperative
ProgrammeProgramme RegionRegionáális Fejlesztlis Fejlesztéés s 
OperatOperatíív Program (ROP)v Program (ROP)waswas oneone part part 
ofof thethe 1st 1st regionalregional developmentdevelopment planplan..

ThisThis assistedassisted thethe mitgigationmitgigation ofof differenciesdifferencies
in in territorialterritorial developmentsdevelopments byby sustainablesustainable
useuse ofof thethe innerinner resourcesresources ofof regionsregions..



New Hungary New Hungary DevelopmentDevelopment PlanPlan

WithinWithin thethe frameworkframework ofof thethe New Hungary New Hungary DevelopmentDevelopment
PlanPlan 7 7 regionalregional programmeprogramme waswas reaslisedreaslised, , TheirTheir scopescope
waswas thethe followingfollowing: : 

-- StrenghteningStrenghtening thethe competitivenesscompetitiveness ofof regionalregional economyeconomy
-- IncreasingIncreasing thethe attractivityattractivity ofof regionsregions in in thethe fieldfield ofof

tourismtourism, , 
-- DevelopmentDevelopment ofof thethe transporttransport infrastructureinfrastructure andand publicpublic

transporttransport, , 
-- PowerPower saving saving andand efficiencyefficiency; ; promotingpromoting thethe useuse ofof

renewalrenewal energyenergy
-- ComplexComplex andand integratedintegrated developmentdevelopment ofof communitiescommunities, , 
-- MitigatingMitigating thethe socialsocial andand territorialterritorial differencesdifferences
-- DevelopmentDevelopment ofof socialsocial infrastructureinfrastructure



New SzNew Szééchenyi chenyi PlanPlan (2010)(2010)

The The scopescope ofof thethe New SzNew Szééchenyi chenyi PlanPlan (2010) (2010) 
is is thethe reasonablereasonable, , adequateadequate useuse ofof
resourcesresources; ; correctioncorrection ofof thethe failuresfailures andand
shhortcomingsshhortcomings ofof formerformer programmesprogrammes, , 
promotingpromoting thethe economiceconomic strenghtsstrenghts. . 

The The knownknown governmentalgovernmental ideasideas dodo notnot seemseem
toto promotepromote regionalregional structurestructure; ; scopescope atat
thethe firstfirst placeplace is is thethe economiceconomic
developmentdevelopment. . 
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